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California Heights Comes Together for 3" Annual Centennial
Block Party
by Eniko Bolivar-Murphy

Our 3¢ Annual Centennial Block Party, which took place on Saturday, September 19",
was our biggest and most successful celebration yet. It brought together neighbors for
an unforgettable afternoon in the heart of California Heights. This annual celebration
recognizes the homes that define California Heights and the people who make this
neighborhood such a special place to live.

A heartfelt thank you goes to our event sponsors, whose support helped make the
day possible: Fifth District Councilwvoman Megan Kerr, Port of Long Beach, Tara Riggi
Properties, and the Bixby Knolls Business Improvement Association. Their partnership
reflects a shared commitment to building a stronger, more connected community.
We're also grateful to the many businesses, both local and beyond, that generously
donated raffle prizes. Your contributions added excitement to the day and helped
make the event such a success.

A very special thank you goes to the Kelly Fitzgerald Trio for providing the soundtrack
to our celebration. Their talent, energy, and positivity created the perfect atmosphere
and made the afternoon even more memorable.

Most importantly, thank you to every resident, volunteer, sponsor, donor, and
guest who joined us. Events like this remind us of what makes California Heights
extraordinary: neighbors who care about one another and come together to celebrate
community. Thank you for helping make our 3rd Annual Centennial Block Party an
incredible success. &

Councilwoman Megan Kerr and the CHNA Board at the 3¢ Annual Centennial Block Party.
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no one sells more homes in

California Heights

sol

artwork by Ellen Kirk 562.708.4508

LEWIS EBERSOLE

Top 1% of all agents in the United States

562.858.0607 RE/MAX

lewisebersole@gmail.com .
DRE License #01161135 Real Estate Specialists
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President's Message
Dear Neighbors,

As we head into fall, | want to take a moment to thank everyone
who helped make September such a memorable month for
California Heights.

Our annual Block Party brought neighbors together for an
incredible day of live music, local food, kids' activities, raffles,
classic cars, and, most importantly, community! Events like this
take months of planning and countless volunteer hours, and |
am so grateful to our board members, volunteers, sponsors,
local businesses, nonprofit partners, and everyone who came
out to celebrate with us.

| especially want to recognize our incredible Vice President,
Eniko Bolivar-Murphy, who leads the planning of our Block
Party and takes on an enormous amount behind the scenes
to make it all happen. From coordinating countless details
to keeping all the moving pieces together, Eniko pours so
much time, energy, and heart into this event and into CHNA
throughout the year. Quite simply, we could not do it without
her. Eniko, thank you for everything you do for our organization
and our neighborhood!

We also wrapped up another successful Long Beach Gives
campaign. Thank you to everyone who donated, shared our
posts, and supported CHNA. Your contributions directly help
us continue our work throughout the year, from neighborhood
events and beautification projects to advocating for the
preservation and protection of our historic district. That
advocacy remains at the heart of our mission: Educating the
present, preserving the past.

And we're not slowing down just yet!

Next up is one of my favorite California Heights traditions: our
annual California Heights Tree Lighting! There is something
special about seeing neighbors gather together during the
holidays, and we're already looking forward to another festive
evening with our community. Keep an eye on our website,
social media, and upcoming communications for all the details.

As always, thank you for showing up, volunteering, donating,
and caring about California Heights. Our neighborhood is
special because of the people who call it home, and | am so
incredibly grateful to be part of it!

Sincerely,

Tara Riggi

Interested in volunteering? We are looking for:

- Webmaster
- Home Tour Coordinator
- Social Media Gurn

If you are looking to help the neighborhood,
reach out at info@calheights.org!

562-290-8132 « karenhighberger.com

Karen Highberger

INTERIOR DESIGN INC

OPEN DAILY T~ 2
ORANGE ... WARDLOW - BLACKBIRDLB.COM

TOMUNDERHILLPHOTO.COM
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

We are Team Fasnacht Realty Group and we
are here to help you buy/sell your home. With
over 45 years of experience we are the best
choice to help you! Give us a call today!

562.243.5948

w: tfregroup.com
e: team.fasnacht@gmail.com
p: 562-243-5948

DRE#: 02051365

\

//-\\_\\ YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
n(. Elclﬂs MUSIC SCHOOL + SHOP!

".—JD ALL

AGES

MUSIC
LESSONS

PIANO | GUITAR | BASS | DRUMS |
UKULELE | VOCALS | VIOLIN |

CELLO | BRASS + WOODWINDS + MORE |
GROUP LESSONS | PRIVATE LESSONS |
CLASSES FOR BABIES + TODDLERS |

CONTACT US
info@calheightsmusic.com
562.528.3118
WWW.CALHEIGHTSMUSIC.COM

o
¥

LOCATED NEXT TO RESERVOIR PARK
1240 E. WARDLOW RD

f LONG BEACH, CA 90807

California Heights Resident Profile — Q&A
with Kelli Johnson
by Tom Underhill

How long have you lived in Long Beach?
Most of my 65 years, with stints in Utah, Colorado and OC.

What are your favorite places?

Outside of the neighborhood, | love London and the English
Countryside. Paris of course, which is one magical walking city.
| also recently discovered the summer version of the Eastern
Sierras, | had only been for the ski season.

What are your favorite local events?
| love events that bring together community: concerts in the
park, First Fridays, 4" of July neighborhood festivities, and, of
course, the Cal Heights Home Tour!

How do you spend your free time?

Al things cooking and crafty! Reading cookbooks for
inspiration. Lately, | added pottery (or clay therapy as | call it)
to the maker roster. | always have a knitting project.

What are your favorite things in Cal Heights/Bixby Knolls?
Walking around the neighborhood, visiting the Rancho,
hanging out at Los Cerritos Park. | love to walk up to Steelhead
for a cappuccino and then down to Nonna or the shops.

What are the things you love?

| love my people, near and far. Family and chosen family, of
course. | love a field trip! | love a specialty grocery store, an
estate sale, or a public garden. A perfect field trip could be the
Arboretum and dumplings in Alhambra or the best sandwich
shop in Whittier and their Antique Mall that goes on forever.

What are you most proud of?

Work-wise, | am very proud of the community farm at Spring
Street and Long Beach Boulevard. The project really changed
my life and the lives of so many young people. We used the
farm as a vehicle for a jobs training program. Every cohort
built something or grew something and then we made food. It
was incredible to see the interns come in eating Cheetos and
leave snacking on sun gold tomatoes they grew themselves.
Also that incredible sense of accomplishment from creating an
interactive community space.

It was a Zen garden for folks with family members getting
treatment at Memorial. The chicken yard was a giant playpen
for toddlers during Friday pop-up lunches, and the farm was a
source of specialty produce formany chefsand households. We
had many eagle scout projects and community tree planting
days. We need community farms in every neighborhood! o
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From the 5t District

Councilwoman Megan Kerr
Hello Cal Heights Neighbors,

It was great to see the neighborhood
reconnect for the 39 Annual Cal
Heights Centennial Block Party!
My office and | were happy to help
sponsor this annual community event
as the Centennial Presenting Sponsor
and | am grateful for the hard work
of the Cal Heights Neighborhood
Association for making it all possible.

As September brings the end of the summer, it also brings
the end of the City’s annual budget development season. The
Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27) Budget was adopted on September
8". As you may be aware, the FY27 Budget reflects our
current financial challenges as the city worked to close its
deficit caused by rising costs, loss of revenue, and federal
grant funding. The adopted budget is balanced and reflects
months of difficult conversations, thoughtful decisions, and
input from residents across Long Beach. While we could not
fund every program or service, I'm proud that we were able
to protect and restore investments that residents rely on. That
includes preserving neighborhood library hours, restoring
Quality of Life Police Officers, and funding summer block
parties and neighborhood activations that help neighbors
connect and build community (like we saw earlier this month).
This was a difficult budget year with real tradeoffs, but the
final budget is balanced, invests in core services, and puts
money back into the City’s reserves. | encourage you to learn

more at longbeach.gov/budget.

Thank you to all who attended my recent community meeting
at Wardlow Park. Our next meeting will be on Thursday,
October 29%, at 6:00pm at the Expo Arts Center. Keep an
eye out for more information, including topics and guest
speakers, on our website: longbeach.gov/district5. There,
you can also sign up for my weekly digital newsletter, to
receive the latest citywide and Fifth District updates right to
your inbox.

As always, | appreciate your continued engagement. Please
continue to share questions, concerns, and ideas by calling
562-570-5555 or emailing district5@longbeach.gov.

Sincerely,

Councilwoman Megan Kerr

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

GRAPHY 70,

f18

NC BEAC\"

PHOTOGRAPHY - VIDEOGRAPHY
LIFESTYLE - COMMERCIAL - EVENTS

FATESTUDIOSLONGBEACH.COM

PROPERTIES

BUY. SELL. INVEST & DESIGN

TARA RIGGI
562-235-6420

TARARIGGI@GMAIL.COM
DRE# 01986173

BROKER
Y REALTY
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Cal Heights in Pictures

All images by Tom Underhill

Come Visit the Dana Neighborhood
Library!

Dana Neighborhood Library Hours:
* Tuesdays: 12:00pm-7:00pm

* Wednesdays: 12:00pm—6:00pm
* Thursdays: 12:00pm-7:00pm

* Fridays: 10:00am-5:00pm

* Saturdays: 10:00am-5:00pm

Salud Juice Bar
is now open
in Cal Heights!

COLD-PRESSED JUICE
SMOOTHIES
ACAI BOWLS
AVOCADO TOASTS

Right next to Steelhead Coffee
1204 Wardlow Rd.
Mon-Sat 6am-6pm

Voted #1
Juice Bar
in LB

Sun 7am-6pm

Scan for a

free estimate

(562) 682-9027

Family-owned )
TRCroofing.net

Serving Long Beach
Since 199 5 Bonded & Insured

LIC # 712184

DOG DAY & OVERNIGHT
CARE, TRAINING,
GROOMING, and WALKING

LOBBY HOURS MON-FRI: 3434 ATLANTIC AVE 1. cal Heights resident Kelli Johnson, featured in our resident profile on page 4.

7-9AM, 11-2PM, & 4-7PM 562-621-6215 2. Cowboys (and girl) at the Black Cowboys: More Than A Myth exhibition located
SAT & SUN: 8AM-5PM GOFETCHLB.COM within the African American Cultural Center of Long Beach, which is located

inside the EXPO Arts Center. The exhibition runs through October 24

3. Historic California Heights home along Cerritos Avenue.
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Volunteers from the Cal Heights Clean Streets Team. Interested in keeping Cal
Heights clean? Volunteer with the Clean Streets Team; they meet at 8:00am on
Saturdays at the corner of Lime & Wardlow.

Close-up detail of the Cal Heights mural by Emily Kiwa Tanaka. The mural is
located on the California Heights Market building, at the corner of Orange
Avenue and Bixby Road.

The Kelly Fitzgerald Trio performing at the 3rd Annual Centennial Block Party.

8.

Mannequin sporting gear from the 1984 Olympics. This and other memorabilia
from the 1932 and 1984 Olympics can be viewed at the Historical Society of Long
Beach's Olympics at the Golden Shore exhibition.

The Western Standard Time Ska Orchestra performing at Concerts in the
Park(ing lot) on August 10,

Bicyclists attend the Kidical Mass bike ride in Bixby Knolls on August 16, 2026.
Visit bixbyknollsinfo.com/events/kidical-mass for upcoming dates.
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SAVE GAS, SAVE TIME...

window &‘Q

[RSSTORATION

(562) 493-1590 www.WindowRnR.com
Don’t replace... Repair!

Repairing Windows Is All We Do  Lic # 987212

o = e BIXBYKNOLLS/
@ Kiwanis (oriione teach

JOINUS! veersao tsony

Contact TABOON RESTAURANT
Myra Kremen 539 E. BIXBY ROAD
(562) 426-2222 LONG BEACH, CA 20807

kiwanisbixbyknolls.com

Your Ad Here!
Advertise with
us! Contact us
at newsletter@
calheights.org

Snow, Santa, and Community Magic
Return for the 4* Annual Cal Heights
Tree Lighting

by Michael & Marni Farmer

The holidays are about to get a little more magical in Long
Beach! The California Heights Neighborhood Association
invites the community to celebrate the 4% Annual Cal
Heights Tree Lighting on Thursday, December 3, 2026,
from 4:30 to 7:00pm at the corner of Orange Avenue and
Bixby Road.

What began as a neighborhood celebration has quickly
become one of the area’s most anticipated holiday
traditions, with nearly 2,500 Cal Heights and Bixby Knolls
neighbors and guests expected to attend this year's free
community event.

Festivities begin at 4:30pm as community leaders kick off
the evening before the spectacular Christmas tree comes
to life. Then, keep your eyes open for a very special visitor
from the North Pole!

Throughout the evening, guests can play in real snow behind
California Heights Market, enjoy story time and photos with
Santa and Mrs. Claus, and enjoy live entertainment.

Come hungry! Local favorites will serve up holiday-themed
food and beverages. Guests can also explore holiday
shopping, community booths, and more.

The celebration is made possible through generous
support from Councilwoman Megan Kerr's office, Senator
Lena Gonzalez, /8 Studios, So Smitten Events, Trina Rufo
Homes, CSI Private Security, the Bixby Knolls Community
Foundation, Tempoe Entertainment DJs, Stephanie’s
Linens, California Heights Market, and additional community
partners.

Admission is free, and guests are encouraged to bring a
new, unwrapped toy for the holiday toy drive. Parking is

limited, so neighbors are strongly encouraged to walk.

Come for the snow. Stay for Santa. Celebrate the season
with the community that makes Cal Heights feel like home!

S TL YT S1E
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Celebrate 30 Years of Bringing the Dead
Back to Life with the Historical Society of ...SHOP LOCALLY

Long Beach
NS

by Mary Dixon
ST. 1947

RS

Plg
P~

When it began, Historical Society of Long Beach's Annual
Historical Cemetery Tour was exactly that: a guided tour
around Sunnyside and Municipal cemeteries, just a few
blocks south of the Cal Heights neighborhood, hearing
stories of some of the people who lived (and died) in Long
Beach. A morning spent in a beautiful setting, learning local
history that wasn’t important enough to be in a book. But it
became so much more.

,,RUJ

The Historical Society of Long Beach (HSLB) is once again
bringing the dead back to life for our 30" Annual Historical
Cemetery Tour. This milestone is even more special because

it will fall on Halloween this year. In addition to graveside = D)
performances by actors in period costumes, there will be j> .
presentations by local historians, cultural displays such as a S ey

Dia de los Muertos ofrenda, and authors signing books about ® ™
Long Beach. Visitors can locate a long-lost ancestor through = P : s
Find a Grave, speak with other community organizations,

or simply take in the beauty of two of the City's oldest

CALIFORNIA HEIGHTS CHPPNS.ORG
cemeteries. You are ehcouraged to bring a picnic to enjoy PARENT PARTICIPATION NURSERY SCHOOL CHPPNS.INFO@GMAIL.COM
at the provided rest area or at a respectful distance from
the attractions (be aware: Parks and Recreation rules apply
to everyone).

This year's event is on October 31 from 9:00am to 3:00pm, . . i N _
so bring your Halloween spirit to 1095 & 1151 E. Willow _ - o TS —

Street for one of Long Beach’s most unique experiences. | &} (‘A] lFORN]A : ( I'TC i;
Arrive by noon if you want to enjoy everything. L ' J jh T\)

Pre-sale tickets are available at hslb.org for $30 ($25 for ' H] TOR (‘AL D Q'J"p
HSLB members). Prices will go up on October 26%, so buy i .1
now for the best value. Parking inside the gates is limited, | §

for sedans or compact vehicles only; trucks and SUVs will
be able to park outside the cemeteries. Please consider
bicycling, rideshare, carpooling, or public transportation.
If you have any questions, email Mary Dixon, the HSLB
Outreach Coordinator, at outreach@hslb.org or call (562)
424-2220.

st Team Real Estate

562.896.9716
RufoHomes@gmail.com

A

-
i~
A‘V
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STAY LOCAL

[y folle

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

SEEKING YOUR SUPPORT!

Your donations to the BK Community Foundation
go directly to support the BKBIA’s core services
that benefit the district and neighborhood:
Private security patrols, litter and weed abatement,
landscaping maintenance..and First Fridays!

MAKE YOUR DONATION HERE:
BIXBYKNOLLSINFO.COM

@BKBIA ﬁ

@BIXBYKNOLLS

77 * SN\

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES

IN THE KNOW'LLS
What's New? What's Happening?
by Blair Cohn, Executive Director BKBIA

“When witches go riding, and black cats are seen, the
moon laughs and whispers, ‘tis near Halloween.”
— Unknown

Hey, neighbors:

Before | talk about the beautiful orange month of
October, | want to share a quick anecdote of how grateful
| am for many of the ongoing experiences | have in our
neighborhood. The anticipation just prior to our Knights
of the Round (Turn)Table sessions and our parking lot
concerts just before the bands start, and every single
Saturday morning with the Strollers keeps me motivated
and energized. Plus, the scene of the Kidical Mass riders
getting a donut at the drive-thru window at Angel Food
Donuts puts a smile on my face.

But back to October for a minute. | always get a familiar
feeling like | did when | was in 3 grade or so as the
weather starts to change. | think it's how the sun looks in the
afternoon and the sunsets come earlier. It's the anticipation
of Halloween and the hours spent on costume decisions
and watching monster movies. | have never outgrown it.

Bigger stuff: At the time of this writing, the Bixby Knolls
Community Foundation has written checks totaling
$50,000 in direct business support for a variety of grants
thanks to Senator Lena Gonzalez. We have issued our
first grant cycle with over 80 business applying, including
businesses in other districts across the city. And not only
did we alreadly issue the first $50,000 in support, but we
have also just launched the second grant cycle for more
support. These grants go to facade improvements, security
camera systems, events planned by the businesses,
and reimbursement to businesses who had suffered any
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vandalism. Once applications are approved, then we
issue a check and the work is done. AND, the state grant
funds are helping to add more security patrol hours in
the district (Shout Out to CSI Patrol Service), more Clean
Team hours (shout out to Tom Underhill and Care Closet
LBC) and other district beautification projects.

New things: Coming soon are more businesses. Now,
that's kind of a dull or incomplete news alert but | am
not at liberty to say who or what just yet. But soon. How
soon? Very soon.

Looking ahead, we want to remind all of you about Small
Business Saturday, November 28" is one of the most
important days of the year for your business district. We
beg and plead with you to be out spending money and
supporting YOUR local businesses. Then in December
you can be jolly at our 3¢ Annual SantaCon event.

So, ifyou like whatyou see, ifyou love your neighborhood,
and if you want to see our hamlet continue to be attractive
and thriving, please consider making a donation to the
Bixby Knolls Community Foundation. We'll love you for
it, and you'll feel good about contributing to the success
of your own neighborhood.

Business Spotlight: Willmore Wine Bar, 3848 Atlantic.
Stop in to visit Erie Henson and you will get firsthand
Emnie’s years of expertise with all things wine. Ernie will
walk you through a tasting, make recommendations,
offer you snacks, provide some music, and tell you about
the upcoming road trips for all Willmore’s wine friends.
And Ernie is just an overall good guy.

And while you are at it and thinking ahead to Small
Business Saturday, here are some examples of where
you can throw some support for:

Trani's

The Merchant

Bundts on Melrose

Orozco's Auto Service

Bamboo Teri House

George's 50s Diner...and to all your favorite places.

That's it for now. I'm heading to a meeting with my kids
to brainstorm Halloween costumes and haunted house
tours.

Craving white peaches but eating caramel apples,
Blair

SHOP LOCAL

Notary Service

#1 Notary Service in Long Beach

YCORD BOOK

- \

NOTARY ®

No Appointment Necessary | 6 Notary on Staff

Our licensed professional Notary Public services are just another way
we make life easier.

Plus, we offer a full range of document services from shredding, color
printing, and copying to binding and laminating. Ask us for details.

3553 Atlantic Ave, Long Beach CA 90807 562.981.6245

JENE Wwe'r
[ ¥
CARPET | STONE | nyes

ﬁ', Proud to be Awarded Best of Long Beach,

Nextdoor Neighborhood Favorite & Best of Yelp.

We clean, restore and replace!
Yes we offer carpet & flooring options too.
Call, Text or Book Online:
|

@ www.rugitcleaning.com

®  562-606-2560



JOIN US - ALL ARE INVITED! IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Saturdays: Clean Streets Litter Abatement - 8:00am to 9:00am Megan Kerr, 5t District Council

) 562-570-5555 email: district5@longbeach.gov
Meet at the corner of Lime & Wardlow for neighborhood and

Rex Richardson, Mayor

freeway cleanup. 562-570-6801

First Friday of each Month: First Fridays in Bixby Knolls. Josh Lowenthal, 69% Assembly District
firstfridayslongbeach.com 562-429-0470

Every Second and Fourth Saturday: Hazardous Waste Collection Lena Gonzalez, State Senate 33" District

562-256-7921

at EDCO, 9:00am to 2:00pm. longbeachrecycles.org

Gavin Newsom, Governor
916-445-2841

Nanette Diaz Barragan, 44" House District
310-831-1799

Alex Padilla, Senator
916-448-2787

Adam Schiff, Senator
schiff.senate.gov/contact

Animal Control
562-570-PETS (7387)

Airport Noise
562-570-2665 / 570-2600

Building Department
562-570-6651
Thank you to all the volunteers who make COHIERITcenant

Cal Heights the best in the west! Monday thru Friday: 562-570-2633
Saturday: 562-570-0000 www.lbcode.org

Community Watch North Division
562-570-9825 or 562-570-9827

Dana Branch Library
562-570-1042

REAL ESTATE BROKER

(562) 824-4846

Connie@ WGroupRealtors.com

Fire Department
562-570-2500

) o § Garage Sale Hotline
L Curiousy what homey on YOUR 562-570-YARD (9273)
Neighborhood Preservation Information
str W are selding for? 562-570-6194

Parkway Tree Trimming
L wf({S old.com 562-570-2700

Police Department Dispatch
562-435-6711 or Emergency 911

Thinking of Selling?
Let’s Talk

Senior Check-In
562-570-7212

Special Garbage Pickup (2 free per year)

Get Your FREE 562-570-2876
oup
realiors Home Value Street Potholes
DRE #01221986 ) o 562-570-3259

Broker*Agent, GRI, ABS, SRS, Relocation Specialist



