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California Heights Home and Garden Tour Returns
May 31, 2026
by Tara Riggi

Every two years, our community comes together to celebrate the charm, craftsmanship
and one-of-a-kind character that make California Heights so special. In 2026, we will
once again open our doors, garden gates and historic pathways for the Cal Heights
Home and Gardens Tour on May 31. This beloved tradition remains one of the most
meaningful ways we honor the neighborhood'’s past while supporting its future, and
we could not be more excited to begin planning for another memorable event.

The tour invites residents and visitors alike to step inside some of the most thoughtfully
preserved and beautifully designed homes and outdoor spaces in our historic district.
From classic period details to creative modern updates, each stop on the tour tells a
story about our neighborhood'’s evolution and the pride our residents take in caring
for these remarkable properties. This event is more than a day of inspiration. It is a
celebration of the heart and soul of Cal Heights!

We are currently seeking residents who would like to participate in the 2026 tour.
Opening your home or garden is a generous act of community spirit. It allows
neighbors and guests to appreciate the architecture, landscape design and personal
stewardship that make our district shine. Your participation directly fuels the success
of the tour and helps bring together a diverse mix of homes and outdoor spaces that
reflect the richness of Cal Heights.

Most important, taking part in the tour provides meaningful support for programs
that keep our neighborhood thriving year-round. Proceeds from the event benefit
ongoing initiatives including our Clean Streets Program, lamppost maintenance and
the annual community block party. These efforts depend on the funds raised through
the tour, making each participating home and garden a valuable contribution to the
continued vitality of our neighborhood.

We are also looking for friendly and enthusiastic docents to help on tour day. Docents
greet guests, answer questions and help create a smooth, welcoming experience for
everyone who attends.

As we look ahead to May 31, 2026, we invite you to consider being part of this
treasured event. If you would like to showcase your home or garden or volunteer
as a docent, please reach out at president@calheights.org. Together, we will create
another unforgettable tour that honors our heritage and strengthens the community
we are proud to call home. «#
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no one sells more homes in

artwork by Ellen Kirk HousePortraitByEllen.com 562.708.4508

LEWIS EBERSOLE

Top 1% of all agents in the United States

562.858.0607 RE/MAX

lewisebersole@gmail.com s
DRE License #01161135 Real Estate Specialists
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President's Message
Dear California Heights Neighbors,

As we head into the close of the year, | want to thank
each of you for the energy, care and pride you bring to
California Heights. Our neighborhood feels especially warm
during the holidays, with homes glowing, neighbors gather-
ing and our community spirit shining a little brighter. Your
involvement is what keeps this historic district strong and
connected.

| am especially looking forward to the F8 Cal Heights Tree
Lighting on December 4. It is one of the season’s highlights
and a wonderful chance to celebrate together. | hope you
will join us, bring your family and enjoy an evening that al-
ways reminds me how lucky we are to call this neighbor-
hood home.

As you plan your holiday shopping, | encourage you to
support our local businesses. Every cup of coffee, thought-
ful gift and service purchased close to home strengthens the
community we love. Shopping small makes a real difference
for the people who invest in our neighborhood year-round.
On behalf of the California Heights Neighborhood Associa-
tion, | wish you a safe, happy and healthy holiday season.
Thank you for your continued support and for helping keep
Cal Heights such a special place.

With gratitude, Tara Riggi

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, this
year's Long Beach Gives campaign was a great success.
We raised $8,000 to support programs that keep Cal-
Heights beautiful, welcoming, and connected.

These funds help us with valuable efforts like our Cle-
an Streets program. They support neighborhood be-
autification projects such as lamppost repairs, curb
painting, and improvements to our kiosk. They fund
our outreach efforts, so you stay informed through our
bi-monthly newsletters and through community events
that make sure your voices are heard. They allow us to
foster a sense of community through events like our
annual 100-years party. All together, these efforts help
to preserve the charm and character that make Cal
Heights so special.

We are deeply grateful to everyone who donated,
spread the word, or just cheered us on. Your contribu-
tions make a real difference and show how much our
community cares. Thank you for helping us keep Cal
Heights a neighborhood we can all be proud of.
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PROPERTIES

BUY, SELL, INVEST & DESIGN

TARA RIGGI
562-235-6420

TARARIGGI@GMAIL.COM
DRE# 01986173

BROKER
Y REALTY

562-290-8132 « karenhighberger.com

Karen Highberger

INTERIOR DESIGN INC

OPEN DAILY T~ 2
ORANGE ... WARDLOW - BLACKBIRDLB.COM

TOMUNDERHILLPHOTO.COM
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SHOP LOCALLY

Estate
is local.

You need a local expert.

Reach out for
personalized insight.

At Compass, we offer exclusive
programs designed to reduce stress,
maximize your home’s value, and
help you sell with confidence.

Karla Campos-Fuentes
g DRE# 02012397
Realtor®
M: 562.234.5381
C @ M PAS S karla.cf@compass.com

int YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

°® @m&j ﬁ [@H@ﬂﬁg MUSIC SCHOOL + SHOP!

s ALL
)
AGES

MUSIC
LESSONS

PIANO | GUITAR | BASS | DRUMS |
UKULELE | VOCALS | VIOLIN |

CELLO | BRASS + WOODWINDS + MORE |
GROUP LESSONS | PRIVATE LESSONS |
CLASSES FOR BABIES + TODDLERS |

CONTACT US
info@calheightsmusic.com
562.528.3118
WWW.CALHEIGHTSMUSIC.COM

LOCATED NEXT TO RESERVOIR PARK
1240 E. WARDLOW RD

f LONG BEACH, CA 90807

Smog City Heights to Open Soon
by Marion Saffery

Well, readers, it's happening again. A Long Beach legend
is opening a new spot in our neighborhood: Say hello to
Smog City Heights.

Cal Heights-ers may be familiar with Smog City Brewing, a
Torrance-based brewery with four taprooms, including the
one at SteelCraft, the “urban eatery” on the corner of Long
Beach Boulevard and East Bixby Road.

Now, owners/operators Laurie and Jonathan Porter are in
the process of moving from SteelCraft to their new digs in
Cal Heights. But now, in addition to offering their selection
of famous craft beers, Smog City is adding food to the mix,
with a menu developed by executive chef Jeff Lustre.

“We call it upscale fast-casual, or innovative fast-casual,”
Laurie said. “Burgers, chicken wings, fries, crispy Brussels
sprouts, and some sandwiches and salads, but all made
just a little elevated. We're also going to offer ‘noshing’ bar
foods, like pickled vegetables and pickled eggs.”

Laurie emphasized the overall experience Smog City will
give its customers.

“We're taking things that we're really good at, and we're
putting them all in here,” she said. “Making sure that we're
creating the best, warmest, most welcoming and safe
environment for our customers that we possibly can, in
every experience.”

As of this writing, Laurie says Smog City will serve lunch and
dinner—with plans for breakfast burritos in the future—and
of course, their famous beers.

“It's really important that people who see we're moving
know that we're not moving because we want to move,
but we are doing something special here, and we're really
excited about this next chapter,” she said.

Smog City Heights will be at 1106 E. Wardlow Road (formerly
Babe’s Kitchen) in Cal Heights. For more information, call
(562) 253-0853, visit smogcitybrewing.com, or follow them
at @smogcitybeer_LB on Instagram. «#
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From the 5t District

Councilwoman Megan Kerr

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

Hello Cal Heights Neighbors,
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As we enter into the end-of-year
holiday season, it's hard to believe
how quickly this year has flown by.
Despite the changes in weather, |
hope your days are filled with the
warmth of connections this season
brings, as we gather with loved
ones and remember all we have
to be grateful for.

| look forward to kicking off the holiday season with you
at the 3rd Annual Cal Heights Christmas Tree Lighting
on December 4th, at the corner of Orange & Bixby. | am
honored and proud to be a part of this local tradition as
it continues to grow. Thank you to /8 Studios and Cal
Heights Market for hosting this celebration of community PHOTOGRAPHY - VIDEOGRAPHY

connection and holiday joy. The fun starts at 4:30pm; | also LIFESTYLE - COMMERCIAL - EVENTS

heard that Santa and reindeer will be there!
FATESTUDIOSLONGBEACH.COM

While we all may celebrate the holiday season in different
ways, prioritizing safety is as important as ever. Be sure
to keep flammable décor like Christmas trees away from
heat sources or open flames, add water regularly to keep
them from drying out, and turn off string lights before
leaving them unattended. To prevent package theft, bring Struggling with anxiety, depression,
items in as soon as they arrive, request special delivery trauma, or relationship issues?
instructions to keep them out of view, or consider installing
motion-activated lights or cameras. Remember, if you see
something, say something! Call 9-1-1 for emergencies or
(562) 435-6711 for Non-Emergency situations. You can also
email LBPDNorth@longbeach.gov for all other reports and
inquiries.

At the time of writing, the record-length federal government
shutdown has just come to an end. However, we know there
are many Long Beach families still impacted by the closure.
Those in need of food assistance can find resources under
the “Healthy Living” tab at longbeach.gov/health. Thank
you to all who have been able and willing to volunteer
and donate to local food banks and food drives to support LongBeachTherapy.com
fellow neighbors in need.

Our compassionate therapists provide a safe, non-judgmental
& confidential place to work through your challenges.

$90 for in-office or online 3711 Long Beach Blvd.,
As always, | appreciate your continued engagement appointments Long Beach, CA 90807
with me and my office. Please continue to share any
questions, concerns, and ideas with me at (562)570-5555 or

districts@longbeach.gov. «#
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

We are Team Fasnacht Realty Group and we

are here to help you buy/sell your home. With
over 45 years of experience we are the best
choice to help you! Give us a call today!

562.243.5948

w: tfregroup.com
e: team.fasnacht@gmail.com
S—-— p: 562-243-5948

DRE#: 02051365

CINDY HINDERBERGER
Your Cal Heights Neighbor
and REALTOR®
— EVERYONEKNOWSITSCINDY.COM ——

kw COASTAL
PROPERTIES

KELLERWILLIAMS,

| genuinely love what | do!
For personalized service with a
personal touch, contact me today!

>
D
562-754-8802

EveryoneKnowsltsCindy@gmail.com

e SELLING & BUYING
INVESTING
1031 EXCHANGE

TRUST SALES, PROBATE
RELOCATION

CONSULTING

90807Homes.com

Cal Heights in Pictures

All images by Tom Underhill
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

Brian Dines
Owner

Free Estimates
Quality Service
CA Lic. # 712184

BrianTRCRoofing@gmail.com www.trcroofing.net
Fax: (562) 595-4795

DOG DAY & OVERNIGHT
CARE, TRAINING,
GROOMING, and WALKING

LOBBY HOURS MON-FRI: 3434 ATLANTIC AVE
7-9AM, 11-2PM, & 4-7PM 562-621-6215
SAT & SUN: 8AM-5PM GOFETCHLB.COM

CALIFORNIA=-HEIGHTS

HISTORICAL DISTRICT

r®  #01874549
Team Real Estate

562.896.9716
RufoHomes@gmail.com

California Heigk
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SAVE GAS, SAVE TIME...

mwindow &'Q

L_IFR<SToRATON

(562) 493-1590 www.WindowRnR.com
Don’t replace... Repair!

Repairing Windows Is All We Do  Lic # 987212

Midwifery Care
tailored to your unique needs

IRTH CENTER

oy 3
« Prenatal Care Find YO path to Q « Lower Hospital Expense
« Birth Services a Confident Birth. « Decrease Risk of
+ Postpartum Support From preconception, pregnancy to Cesarean
postpartum, our team of midwives is . Increase Neonatal &
* WellWomen committed to listening to you, providing
+ Education care tailored to the unique needs of your Maternal Outcomes
+ Support Groups body and baby. + Comfort of Home

+ Water Birth + Autonomy

1224 East Wardlow Road
Long Beach CA 90807

@ @Ibbirthcenter  www.Ibbirthcenter.com 562.912.4421

o = e BIXBYKNOLLS/
@ Kiwanis (oriione teach

J(]lN US' MONTHLY, 6PM
« EVERY 3RD TUESDAY
Contact  TABOON RESTAURANT

Myra Kremen 539 E. BIXBY ROAD
(562) 426-2222 LONG BEACH, CA 20807

kiwanisbixbyknolls.com

Long Beach Heritage invites you to
celebrate the season with them!

The Bembridge House, a 119-year-old Queen Anne
Victorian home under the care of Long Beach Heritage, is a
City of Long Beach landmark and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and the California Register of
Historic Resources.

The Bembridge House, built in 1906, is a magnificent and
highly ornate example of late Victorian architecture. Itis the
single most important example of this style of architecture
remaining in Long Beach today and is considered by many
to be the most significant residential historic landmark
structure in the city. Amazingly, the house is in almost pristine
condition, and contains many of the original furnishings
dating from the early 1900'.

Each year to celebrate the Spirit of Christmas, Hanukkah
and Kwanza the home, inside and out, is dressed up with
traditional sparkle, splendor and beauty. Each room is
decorated by volunteers according to a theme and for
2025 the grand lady will be decked out in an “Enchanted
Toyland” theme.

Daytime Tours:

Tuesdays: December 2, December 9, December 16 &
December 23. All daytime tours are

from 1:30-3:30 PM, no entrance after 3:00 PM.

Adults-only Nighttime Tours:

Mondays: December 15 & December 22
Wednesdays: December 3 & December 10

All nighttime tours are from 6:00-8:00 PM, no entrance
after 7:30.

Parking can be a challenge near the Bembridge House.
Walking, biking or use of a Rideshare is encouraged.
935 N Park Circle, Long Beach, 90813.

Regular tours are available after the holidays if you miss out
in December.

More information is available by visiting
thebembridgehouse.org, calling 562-493-7019, or checking
out their social media on Facebook and Instagram. «%
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IN THE KNOW'LLS
What's New? What's Happening?
by Blair Cohn, Executive Director BKBIA

November gets warm and fuzzy for me. Thanksgiving
is all things tradition that | can hold onto and brings
all the childhood memories back. More importantly
in November, we will be celebrating my father's 93rd
birthday. We count our lucky stars for his health and lust
for life. We should all be so lucky.

So, neighbors, ‘tis the season for my annual “Thankful
for” list. | am thankful for:

Alissa Cohn, a real tough cookie filled with
compassion and generosity, who has supported 17
years of late nights and multiple events against an
already booked schedule... and for making our two
beautiful children.

For the two beautiful children and heart-bursting
joy they provide.

My parents for repeating their “Seize the Day!”
mantra.

My family, near and far, for always being
cheerleaders.

Myra and Alana, the BKBIA staff, for making magic
each day.

Tom Underhill, Chief Superhero, for always coming
through and coming to the rescue.

Magerly, our incredible intern who immediately fit
into the sisterhood of the BKBIA.

BKBIA Board of Directors, for steering the ship to
the Promised Land.

BK Community Foundation Board of Directors for
unbridled enthusiasm.

All the business owners, for their hearts, souls,
blood, sweat, and tears.

Skinner Family, for always being the ultimate
champions.

Clarks, Swanks, Sullivans, Odas, Fasnachts, Porters,

...SHOP LOCALLY

e

JIM@RoOX.BAR
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EMAIL BOOKINGS:

X CONNECT
Cal Heights’ Neighborhood Spot!

FIRE GRILLED BURGERS - SIGNATURE WINGS
CRAFT BEERS - COCKTAILS - N/A DRINKS
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NEIGHBORS USE THIS AD FOR 15% OFF 1st VISIT

FAMILY PET FRIENDLY PATIO, PRIVATE EVEiIa
SPACES AVAILABLE FOR BOOKING FOR UP TO (0]
PERSONS. FULL TABLE SERVICE AVAILABLE

LocATED oN WaRrDLOwW X LEmoN | 1dAm-1AmM Tues-SAT
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STAY LOCAL

[y folle

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

SEEKING YOUR SUPPORT!

Your donations to the BK Community Foundation
go directly to support the BKBIA’s core services
that benefit the district and neighborhood:
Private security patrols, litter and weed abatement,
landscaping maintenance..and First Fridays!

MAKE YOUR DONATION HERE:
BIXBYKNOLLSINFO.COM

@BKBIA ﬂ

@BIXBYKNOLLS

Notary Service

#1 Notary Service in Long Beach

No Appointment Necessary | 6 Notary on Staff

Our licensed professional Notary Public services are just another way
we make life easier.

Plus, we offer a full range of document services from shredding, color
printing, and copying to binding and laminating. Ask us for details.

3553 Atlantic Ave, Long Beach CA 90807 562.981.6245

The UPS Store

KoeFoes, Fusons, Cauntays, Melias, Yorks, Risses,
and Prices who put the “neighbor” in neighborhood.
Stuart Galloway for that darn mustache, his stiff
upper lip, and his cold Boddington.

Dick Barnes for being the Bee Guy.

Kelli Johnson for being Farmer Kelli, and for her
farmer’s market.

The crossing guards at Longfellow Elementary.

The Longfellow PTA.

Phil Trani, for tenacity and tenure.

Pat Murphy, the biggest heart with an open-door
policy.

Kelly Bray, our scout and eyes on the street, for
loving the neighborhood so much.

Coutin Family, for the great sense of humor and
even greater annual pancake breakfast.

Starr Bunch for her persistence.

Luis and Brenda for being our go-to and always
being at the ready.

Robb Smith for dropping everything at a moment’s
notice and rushing right over.

Bjoern Risse for his triple investment.

Jeff Beasley for the hustle.

/8 Studios for being so darned creative!

California Heights Neighborhood Association for
carrying the torch.

Los Cerritos Neighborhood Association for
furthering the entertainment.

The Watt Family, incredible ongoing kindness,
generosity, and hospitality.

7:30am every Saturday morning and for those who
show up.

213 sessions with the Literary Society.

The level of joy at our parking lot concerts.

The Blair Tea, the O'Marley, and the Bixby Burrito.
Megan Kerr, for living and breathing it every day.
Duke Givens, for answering his calling and making
a difference.

Pixie Toys, the bastion for good and kindness.
George's 50s Diner for nostalgic sweetness.

Ernie Henson for “spilling the wine” into thirsty
glasses.

Team Fasnacht for incredible generosity and
hospitality.

All the incredible donors and sponsors!

Jane Nadeau, for setting the example, and her sly
smile.

DRIVER for carting everyone around at events.

A Dream Come True Tea & Party Room forincredible
hospitality.

CSI Patrol Service, Dennis Cook and his team, for
loving and protecting the neighborhood.
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. Cal Heights Clean Streets, Los Cerritos/Bixby
Knolls Clean Team, Ridgewood Heights Clean SHOP LOCAL
Team, and Bixby Highlands Clean Team for
making a world of difference for our small hamlet.
. "Pizza Jason” Van Fleet for his zest. Al &
- Holly and Rachel, our bartenders with the most _ o

flair.

« All the Solid Gold Dancers at our parking lot
concerts.

«  KUBO, African American Cultural Center of Long
Beach, and Semillitas for adding flavor to the
neighborhood cultural crock pot.

«  Our legacy businesses for being there and
enduring the ups and downs.

«  The Bixby Knolls National Park, Donut Rock, and
Finger Pointe.

- Fei Family, for being great Park Rangers.

«  Gary Hamrick, for the cool, calm guidance.

« Bob Gill, for passionate leadership and
enthusiasm.

- Mariah Cool for carrying the tradition of the 4th of
July un-parade.

«  The many, many artists, performers, poets, and
DJs that have enriched the district.

«  Melvin & team,for always working overtime for us.

«  For the beauty you'll find on Cedar, Chestnut,
La Dera, Myrtle, Andrews, Devon PIl., Cameron,
Olive, 35th and 37th.

. Los Cerritos Park, Rancho Los Cerritos, Helen
Borgers Theatre, Historical Society of Long Beach,
Gibbs Studios.

- The magic intersection of Del Mar & Del Mar.

- Yitzi, Yanki, and tradition.

- Rabbi Newman and his congregation.

«  Rabbi Perelmuter for his kindness.

«  Bixby Knolls Vampire Crew, because the night.

- DJ Dave, DJ Dennis, and Beachwood Brewing for
keeping the music playing.

« Julia Huang for raising the bar across the board.

- Foranyone and anything | left off this list, I'll make
it up to you with a beer, ramen, gumbo, or coffee.

In the meantime, here is your reminder: SMALL
BUSINESS SATURDAY! NOVEMBER 29. Plan to spend
money in the district and supporting as many of YOUR
local businesses as possible!

| hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving. The
BKBIA is truly thankful for all of you and your ongoing
participation and support. And don't forget to invite
us over for leftovers.

< >
ANDREATESTA

Your California
Heights Neighbor
REALTOR® | Lic. #I 2
562.833.9642

ATHomes77@gmail.com

0 Represented Sellers
www.AndreaTestaHomes.com

kv eacec () Represented Buyers
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CARPET | Stoue RUGS

‘:,J,, Proud to be Awarded Best of Long Beach,

Nextdoor Neighborhood Favorite & Best of Yelp.

We clean, restore and replace!
Yes we offer carpet & flooring options too.
Call, Text or Book Online:
|

@ www.rugitcleaning.com

® 562-606-2560



JOIN US - ALL ARE INVITED! IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Saturdays: Clean Streets Litter Abatement - 8:00am to 9:00am Megan Kerr, 5* District Council
. . 562-570-5555 email: district5@longbeach.gov
Meet at the corner of Lime & Wardlow for neighborhood and

Rex Richardson, Mayor

freeway cleanup. 562-570-6801

First Friday of each Month: First Fridays in Bixby Knolls. Josh Lowenthal, 69* Assembly District
firstfridayslongbeach.com 562-429-0470

Every Second and Fourth Saturday: Hazardous Waste Collection Lena Gonzalez, State Senate 33" District

562-256-7921

at EDCO, 9:00am to 2:00pm. longbeachrecycles.org

Gavin Newsom, Governor
916-445-2841

Nanette Diaz Barragan, 44*" House District
310-831-1799

Alex Padilla, Senator
916-448-2787

Adam Schiff, Senator
schiff.senate.gov/contact

Animal Control
562-570-PETS (7387)

Airport Noise
562-570-2665 / 570-2600

Building Department
562-570-6651
Thank you to all the volunteers who make Code Enforcement
| Heiahts th in th 1 Monday thru Friday: 562-570-2633
Cal Heights the best in the west Saturday: 562-570-0000 www.lbcode.org

Community Watch North Division
562-570-9825 or 562-570-9827

ILDASINN §

Dana Branch Library
562-570-1042

REAL ESTATE BROKER
(562) 824-4846

Connie@WGroupRealtors.com
House a Little too-tight?
“I've a%{— the keys to-

Fire Department
562-570-2500

Garage Sale Hotline
562-570-YARD (9273)

Neighborhood Preservation Information
562-570-6194

Parkway Tree Trimming
562-570-2700

Police Department Dispatch
4 \ 562-435-6711 or Emergency 911
L.w{—l ‘[’S old.com SN

Senior Check-In

\

|
Selling @ Top Dollar \ 562-570-7212
rRagr in the ‘07 and Surrounding | Special Garbage Pickup (2 free per year)
[ e Cities Since ‘97 ‘; 562-570-2876

DREg01221856 Street Potholes
Broker*Agent, GRI, ABS, SRS, Relocati pecialist 562-570-3259



