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A Bridge Not Too Far

Images: Tom Underhill

By Cal Heights Resident - Ellen Rooney
Ever wondered how a bridge is built? On April 30, a group of California Heights
neighbors enjoyed a sunset tour of the Gerald Desmond Bridge Replacement
construction site and learned a lot about just that!
Led by Daniel Rhodes, Public Information Officer for the bridge project, the tour
started shortly before sunset, making for a spectacular view of the site in the changing
light. While most of the tour was spent in the comfort of the bus, there were two
stops where the group could experience the bridge up close; the area under the new
Westbound approach lanes, and the project office site on the West side of the bridge.
Zev Varley, a civil engineer with over 20 years in large construction projects such as
Boston’s “Big Dig,” was on hand to explain the bridge-building process and answer
any questions from the group. Some key points he shared:
• The new bridge will feature more traffic lanes, a reduction in the steepness, and
emergency lanes to increase safety and reduce traffic delays.
• The Mark Bixby Memorial Bicycle and Pedestrian Path will provide space for
people who wish to cross on foot or by bicycle. The path will even boast three
scenic “selfie spots.”
• At 205 feet vertical clearance above sea level, the new bridge will be the second
tallest cable-stayed bridge in the US, and the tallest to span over water.
• The new bridge is designed to withstand a 1,000-year earthquake.
• All materials for the new bridge were sourced and fabricated in the United States.
This includes 93 million tons of steel, the equivalent of 192 Boeing 747s, and
300,000 cubic yards of concrete, comprising 30,000 truckloads.
• Dismantling the old bridge will take 1 to 1 ½ years, commencing after the new
bridge has opened.
The trip was well-organized, comfortable, and fun! If you want more information about
the project, visit www.newgdbridge.com for news, live cams, traffic updates, fact
sheets, and sign up for a tour. You can also call for information on the project at 562485-2780, or email info@GDBRProject.com. And what project would be complete
without a smartphone app? Search “LB Bridge” wherever you get your apps.r
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President's Message
Being a semi-frequent volunteer deliverer of The Heights
has provided an interesting time-lapse view of the neighborhood. Walking the same few blocks every few months
has helped make incremental changes that I miss from
week to week jump out, on occasion, in startling detail on
occasion. I’ve seen a few houses that have been empty
for longer than I’ve lived in the neighborhood suddenly (to
me) show nascent signs of occupancy and care. I’ve seen
“For Sale” signs go up, and come down, sometimes after
what seems like years. Houses that looked to be candidates
for condemnation have suddenly transformed to well-kept
and thoughtfully restored houses, and then there’s what I
noticed on Olive this morning.
I’m pretty sure there’s a trend, and I love it. For some reason, this morning, I suddenly noticed how many of the
houses on my street have created seating and lounging
areas in their front yards. On patios, sometimes in the
yards themselves, I noticed chairs, tables and the occasional bench that make it so easy to imagine the residents
whiling away some evening hours watching and waving as
their neighbors go about their neighbor-business. Even if
that fantasy remains just that, it reminded me of why I love
our neighborhood so much, and why my husbands and I
have been so happy here since our arrival back in ’08. Paint
jobs, major and minor, yard projects big and small, and the
occasional “HOLY SMOKES” surprise restoration/
renovation projects seem to be popping up more and more
frequently, and I think it's making an incredible unique
treasure of a neighborhood more incredible, and increasingly unique with each passing day.
Thank you, all, so much for your contributions, big and small
to the neighborhood. I feel so lucky to be a part of this
neighborhood.
Yours,

Hugh Little
President, CHNA

SAVE THE DATE!

October 6th - Cal Heights
Home & Garden Tour.
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Cal Heights Looking Back
By Frances Stoner

Do you like to travel, see far-off lands, tropical beaches,
maybe take an ocean cruise, visit Europe or see the good
ole USA? I like to travel too, but I really love coming home.
I especially like turning down 37th, seeing the sycamores
turn that impossible green, flowers everywhere and finally
looking up to see my street, Myrtle Avenue, posted on that
fabulous lamppost. Ever look closely at our white street signs
with the “Historical District” marker and our “trademark”
lamppost on it, or notice the plaque at the bottom that may
have a dedication, memorial or the name of a sponsor? So
how did the lamppost with the beautiful glass and metal
filigree become our neighborhood symbol? It took vision,
persistence and a whole lot of volunteers that were willing
to spend a lot of time and effort. One of these extraordinary
volunteers is Karen Highberger.
Karen was born in Long Beach, eventually following her
heart to attend design school. After working for a company,
then in a partnership, she finally launched her own interior
design company in 1996. She moved back to Cal Heights
and specializes in period-sensitive design. When volunteering for the California Heights Neighborhood Association
(CHNA), the group formulated a project to replace the plastic globes on the lampposts with a design like the ones originally installed in the 20s and 30s. Little did the group know
it would take over 15 years of hard work to accomplish that
goal. In order to raise funds, Karen helped write applications
for grants to fund the project. Long Beach Navy Memorial
Heritage Association initially awarded the CHNA $25,000,
and Long Beach Heritage also contributed to the fund.
Another source of funding is our Home Tour. Karen has
been a volunteer for years helping to arrange speakers,
organize vendors, select homes and help with the dozens
of things it takes to make the tour a success and money
maker for CHNA. Along with all of this Karen helped set
guidelines for all historical districts in Long Beach, works
with Long Beach Heritage, sits on various committees and
still manages to run her successful business. For her many
accomplishments Karen has received many awards, including “Go Long Beach” from the Mayor and “2015 Preservationist of the Year.” Asked why she spends countless hours
volunteering, Karen stated “I really enjoy giving back to the
community.”
So as your drive around the neighborhood, look at our
lampposts and give thanks for all the volunteers who make
Cal Heights so special. r

S H O P L O C A L LY
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Great Homes of LB Home Tour
Tickets are now available for the 18th annual Great Homes
of Long Beach tour, scheduled for Sunday, June 2nd, Noon
to 5 pm.
The tour features a rare look into six one-of-a-kind, private
residences designed and built by some of the most
renowned names in the city’s architectural history – including
Miner Smith, Cliff May, and Hugh Davies – located in the
charming neighborhoods of Belmont Heights, Bluff Park,
Virginia Country Club, Bixby Knolls and Rancho Estates.
"The Great Homes of Long Beach tour celebrates the
unique nature of Long Beach, with its diverse architecture,
culture and neighborhoods,” said event chair Mary Lou
Martin. “Many of the homes maintain the original elements,
while others have been carefully and respectfully restored.
It is organized and operated by community volunteers,
including scores of docents who highlight features, historic
details and background stories at each home.”
This year’s tour is featured in the inaugural Long Beach
Architecture Week, a series of events and educational
opportunities focusing on preservation, sustainability and
new developments.
Tickets are $45 ($40 for Long Beach Heritage Members)
and information is available at www.lbheritage.org or (562)
493-7019. All proceeds support Long Beach Heritage, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation of the
city’s historic places and architecture. r

A Miner Smith Bungalow Mansion that will be on the Great Homes Tour
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Play Music on the Porch Day
By Manny Valenzuela

Now a worldwide phenomenon, Play Music on the Porch
Day is a relatively new yearly celebration of music that
has its roots in Southern California! It was established by
Highland Park artist Brian Mallman in 2013 as a way to
engage community members to share their love of music
with family, friends, and neighbors.
What once started as a single event has now blossomed to
an annual music celebration every last Saturday in August,
with thousands of people in over 40 different countries
hosting their own musical performances in all sorts of genres
and styles. How do you participate in Play Music on the
Porch Day? It’s simple – you grab an instrument, invite your
family, friends, and neighbors to do the same, head to your
front porch or yard, and jam on!
Last year, two Cal Heights neighbors and music aficionados
Les Ogilby and Thelma Valenzuela hosted their own Play
Music on the Porch Day on the 3700 block of Rose Avenue.
“We wanted to do something to share our love of music
and get to know our neighbors. We hope to do this every
year” Valenzuela said. Neighbors of all ages and musical
tastes gathered on the front lawn to watch, sing, and play
their own instruments – one even brought a bucket and
drumsticks!
Play Music on the Porch Day is a fun opportunity to share
your love of music with your family, friends, and neighbors,
and strengthen your bond with your local community. Won’t
you host your own Play Music on the Porch Day? This year’s
event takes place on August 31st.
http://www.playmusicontheporchday.com. r
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From the 7th

By Roberto Uranga
Dear Neighbors,
Thank you to all the residents who
attended the Cal Heights Public
Safety Meeting I hosted on May
2nd and for sharing your thoughts
with me and my staff, your input is
very valuable.
I would also like to thank
Commander Lauricella and Captain Bob Cheng from the Long
Beach Police Department and the Long Beach Fire Department for joining us and sharing so much valuable information.
Here are some reminders for keeping our communities safe:
• Get to know your neighbors and form a Community
Watch. The more eyes watching your neighborhood, the
better! For information on forming a Community Watch,
visit www.longbeach.gov/police/crime-info/communitywatch.
• Keep your entire property well-lit with a continuous
white-colored light.
• Keep your alley clean. Keep trash in provided containers;
dispose of flammable materials correctly, utilize city recycling programs, or if large amounts of trash are present,
call Long Beach Public Works to have the items collected. For a list of Public Works phone numbers, visit www.
longbeach.gov/pw/services.
• Do not use alleys as alternatives to streets. Always use
more heavily traveled streets and sidewalks.
• Inadditiontothesetips,remember“IfYouSeeSomething,Say
Something,” and report suspicious activity by calling 9-1-1.  
All District 7 residents are invited to our upcoming Seventh
District Harbor Tour taking place Wednesday, June 26th from
6 - 7:30 pm. Space is limited, and RSVP is required, so please
contact our office if you are interested in attending.
We are happy to announce that the 7th District Aquarium
Night will be taking place October 3rd, from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
Please mark this date on your calendar as the event is a
fun-family friendly way to learn about life in the Pacific Ocean.
As always, it is a pleasure serving the Cal Heights Neighborhood. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. You may reach me at district7@longbeach.gov or you
can contact my office by phone at 562-570-7777.
Respectfully yours,
Roberto Uranga
Councilmember, Seventh District r
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Cal Heights In Pictures
By Tom Underhill

1. Willow Springs Park
2. Curb cut out work
3. Georgie's 50s Diner
4. Safety Meeting
5. Spring in Cal Heights
6. Remodeling on Wardlow

Kenna's Painting
Lourdes (Kenna) E. Gonzalez - Project Manager
Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates - Custom Workmanship

(562) 271-3513

Located in Cal Heights - License #886957
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Justin McCarthy
Realtor
BRE#01896616

562-619-8642
justin@kevinpoi.com
Your Cal Heights neighbor since 2000
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IN THE KNOW’LLS
What’s New? What’s Happening?
by Blair Cohn, Executive Director BKBIA

What’s new? What’s going? What are you up to?” I’ve
been to a lot of meetings, events, and social gatherings lately and people ask me these types of questions. It’s a simple answer “A lot.”
To begin with, our BKBIA Business Directory was
printed and distributed to 12,000 homes around the
area. It has all of our business members’ information
and is also loaded with information about the BKBIA
programs/events and city resources, too. If you have
not received one and would like one, please email us
at info@bixbyknollsinfo.com or call 562 595-0081.
We hope you have eaten at the new Taboon Mediterranean Restaurant at 539 E. Bixby Road. The new
owner, Rabi Haddad, has redesigned the restaurant
and has already hosted local organizations in the
back room. The BKBIA had a successful “Neighborhood Night” and packed the place with regulars from our Supper Club. There are plans for patio
improvements and applying for a beer and wine
license. We also hope to soon host a “Bixby Saturday
Night” at the restaurant featuring great jazz bands.
Speaking of new patios, The Green Olive at 3580
Long Beach Boulevard, has completed its new patio
and awaits final approval for its liquor license. You
will soon be able to enjoy your very tasty meal with a
beer or glass of wine. If you aren’t familiar, it’s located
inside of Liquorland and they do a very brisk take-out
business. I think it’s fun to dine in such a unique spot
and we’re happy to see their patio look so nice.
Please mark your calendars with our Concerts in the
Park(ing Lot) schedule:
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•
•
•

June 24 - King Salmon at Georgie’s Place
July 22 - Jr. Thomas & the Volcanos at Bixby Joe
August 19 - “Tribute to the Buena Vista Social
Club” with The Delirians

We hope you’ll come out and participate in our June
First Fridays where we will celebrate the first ever
“Bixby Knolls Prom.” Corsages, tacky tuxes, and
puffy dresses, photo ops, slow dances, 80s dances,
disco dances…and the good and all the, well, you
know, stuff that makes prom night so memorable.
Have you tried a taste of Brewery Knolls yet? Join
us for our monthly Beer Trolley on Sunday, June 16th,
1 pm – 5 pm. The trolley is FREE and all ages are welcome to ride. You can pick up the trolley at any stop
along the route. Visit our website for the route map.
With the recent closure of the Petroleum Club, we are
happy that we found a new location for our business
breakfasts and other large meetings at The Mason
Lodge at 3610 Locust. If you are interested in hosting
a meeting or event there, please let us know and we’ll
put you in touch with the right people. Email us at
info@bixbyknollsinfo.com or call 562/595-0081.
The construction at Atlantic and Roosevelt is nearly
complete. The interiors really look amazing. The Med
Compounders Pharmacy will take the corner space
(they are currently located at 3711 Long Beach Blvd.),
an Asian-fusion restaurant has signed a lease for a
second spot and the landlord is working with his
leasing agent on interest for the two remaining spaces. We have also shared feedback from the neighborhood to again help steer them in the direction to
serve the neighborhood.
Keeping the district “clean & safe” remains our top
priority. We are battling the weeds currently after all
the recent rains. We have regular patrols for weed
and litter abatement as well as reporting graffiti and
illegally dumped items. It’s time for us to do another round of power washing the sidewalks, too. I am
thankful to all of our contractors that keep an eye on
the area and help to keep it looking groomed and
attractive. I would be remiss if I didn’t give a huge
shout out to the Cal Heights Clean Streets folks for
always, always, always, doing such a great job in
helping to make the whole area sparkle.
I’ll be looking for you out in the neighborhood, Blair.

SHOP LOCAL
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JOIN US - ALL ARE INVITED!
Wednesdays: Cal Heights Pavement Pounders Walking Group 		
meet at 6:30 pm at Wardlow & Lemon
Thursdays: Clean Streets Litter pickup 8 am at Wardlow & Lime
Saturdays: Strollers Walking Group - 7:30 am at our local Atlantic
Avenue Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf
First Friday of each Month: firstfridayslongbeach.com
Every Second Saturday: Hazardous Waste Collection at EDCO,
9 am to 1 pm longbeachrecycles.org

Roberto Uranga, 7th District Council
562-570-7777 email: district7@longbeach.gov
Robert Garcia, Mayor
562-570-6801
Patrick O’Donnell, 70th Assembly District
562-495-2915
Ricardo Lara, State Senate 33rd District
562-256-7921
Gavin Newsom, Governor
916-445-2841
Alan Lowenthal, 47th Congressional District
562-436-3828
Kamala D. Harris, Senator
916-448-2787
Diane Feinstein, Senator
310-914-7300
________________________________________
Animal Control
570-PETS (7387)
Airport Noise
570-2665 / 570-2600
Building Department
570-6651
Code Enforcement
Monday thru Friday: 570-2633
Saturday: 570-0000 www.lbcode.org
Community Watch North Division
570-9825 or 570-9827
Dana Branch Library
570-1042
Fire Department
570-2500
Garage Sale Hotline
570-YARD (9273)
Neighborhood Preservation Information
570-6194
Parkway Tree Trimming
570-2700
Police Department Dispatch
435-6711 or Emergency 911
Senior Check-In
570-7212
Special Garbage Pickup (2 free per year)
570-2876
Street Potholes
570-3259

