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Mural Update: We're Underway!
By Christa Stelzmuller

On May 20th, the hottest day of 2017 in Long Beach so far, we kicked off the start of
the newest Cal Heights mural at the corner of Bixby and Orange with a primer party.
While the hot weather kept some community members away, there was a great group of
dedicated residents and their children who participated! The goal of the day was to introduce the mural design to folks in the neighborhood and have a little fun painting together.
It was mission accomplished. Some residents stopped by for just a few minutes to see a
picture of the mural that was on display, and others joined in the fun and got some paint
on themselves and perhaps a bit on the wall too.
A big thanks to the artist, Emily Tanaka, for helping CHNA to organize this event. Emily
will be at the mural site over the next couple weeks working on its' completion, so if you
see her stop by and say hello!

Follow us
calheights.org
facebook.com/CalHeights
twitter.com/CalHeights

Now that the mural is officially underway, we'll be looking forward to our next event,
which will be the official unveiling that will celebrate the completion of the mural with
Councilmember Roberto Uranga, Emily, the CHNA Board, and residents. This event will
take place on July 1, 2017 from 11am to 1pm. There will be a BBQ party, so residents can
stop by for a little food and drink, check out the completed mural, chat with the artist and
Councilmember Uranga, and just generally have some summer fun. You can find more
details at facebook.com/calheights.

Newsletter Idea Submission
newsletter@calheights.org

We look forward to seeing you there! r

Newsletter Editors
Stacey Morrison
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Summer in the neighborhood is off to a very strong start. Most of you
have probably seen the progress in recent days on the mural at the Cal
Heights Market at Bixby and Orange. We hope you can join us on July 1st
for the official unveiling.
Every Cal Heights Historic Home Tour seems to be a learning experience for all involved, and this year’s is no exception. Things are chugging
along towards another inspiring, entertaining, and educational event on
October 15th, so mark your calendars. More hands always make the work
lighter for all and we’re always on the lookout for more volunteers. Our
volunteers are the beating heart of the tour, and converting the cost of
a ticket into a few hours of your time makes a huge difference. If you or
anyone you know is interested, please reach out to info@calheights.org
for more details.
We’ve also started our advertising renewal for 2017-2018 for The Heights.
An ad in this newsletter is a great way to reach a very broad local audience
and support CHNA, which has been publishing and delivering the newsletter to Cal Heights homes, six times a year since 2004! More information
on advertising can be found at www.calheights.org/get-involved/advertising/. Incidentally, we also have advertising available on calheights.org,
which is another great way to connect with a wider audience.
That’s probably more than enough shilling for now. Enjoy your summer!
Kindly,

Hugh Little, CHNA President

Friday, June 2nd is
National Donut Day!
Donut Island on the corner
of Cherry and Wardlow has
been an amazing community
partner with the CHNA. The
owner, Hank, has donated
donuts for just about every
alley cleanup, block party and for our most recent mural painting party.
If you are partaking in National Donut Day, stop by and say hi to Hank!
Tell him Cal Heights sent you. r
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Enjoy periodic updates
on local happenings,
resident alerts, and lost/found
pets! Just sign up at
calheights.org/contact.htm
Join us on Facebook.com
(search on California Heights
Neighborhood Association)

Please don’t post on the posts!
Report lost/found pets at
lostpets@calheights.org.
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Cal Heights Looking Back
By Frances Stoner

People love to discover their family history. Maybe a relative
was a famous explorer or someone was a bit of a scoundrel. Who knows, maybe there was a rich uncle in your past.
Nowadays you can even have your DNA tested to discover
your ethnic background. For most of us it is a puzzle, but
for Patricia Hewitt Morrison it is easy as picking up a book.
While in high school Pat remembers the thrill of discovery
after finding a book published in 1898 at the old Acres of
Books in downtown Long Beach and seeing a relative mentioned. It seemed Moses Hewitt was quite the adventurer in
the 1760s. Intrigued by Moses’ story, she began researching
her family genealogy, a path that would lead her to write a
book on her family From the Potomac to the Columbia, The
Camby or Cambe Family, published in 1994.

Like a huge jigsaw puzzle you begin and can’t stop, Pat
began by asking family members what they recalled, and
then branched out to writing to county courthouses for
vital records, contacting strangers, reaching out to organizations, and spending countless hours on the internet.
Her research even uncovered information to qualify her for
membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution.
Her book is filled with detailed family trees, photos and even
copies of letters. One poignant letter came from Thomas
Camby in 1878, who left his family behind as he traveled the
Oregon Trail. Then 89, he was writing to a grown daughter
he had not seen in years, commenting on a photo of her
and promising to send her a lock of his hair, since he had no
photograph of himself to share.
The Long Beach branch of the family began in the 1920s
when Pat’s grandfather and several relatives moved to
State Street (now PCH) and Atlantic. Her parents, who met
at Long Beach Poly, settled down on the 3900 block of
Linden Avenue in 1939 and Pat attended Longfellow,
Hughes, Long Beach Poly and Long Beach State. Her
husband, Gary, grew up on Olive and Armando in Bixby
Knolls and they were married at the California Heights
Methodist Church in 1959.
The puzzle that Pat started long ago is still unfinished, but
all her hard work has created a beautiful portrait of her
family - and her place in it. r
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Port of LB Mural Preservation Update
By Karen Highberger

The Advocacy Committee of Long Beach Heritage continues its efforts to save the Gladding McBean tile mural on
the former Port of Long Beach Headquarters. The mural,
manufactured by the Gladding McBean Company in Placer
County was completed in 1959. The mural was designed
by Sheridan Stanton and painted by Paul Souza. The mural
spans 74’ of curved wall at the front of the building and
depicts the history of the Port of Long Beach from the
discovery of San Pedro Bay by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo
in 1542 to the unloading of a modern freighter in 1959.
A wide variety of sea going vessels are shown, including
Native American canoes, Sir Frances Drake’s ship “The
Golden Hind”, a Yankee clipper, fishing boats, private
yachts and a modern steam ship that first arrived in Long
Beach in 1911. The artist, Paul Souza was known for his
watercolor paintings and taught at the Art Center. The
detail of the mural is like a painting with great detail.
In 2014, Long Beach Heritage became aware of the
possible destruction of the mural and decided to
research the possibility of saving it. LB Heritage did
research on what methods could work to save and relocate
the mural. We found a consulting firm that specializes in tile
and stone and paid the consultants to do an initial inspection. Using infrared cameras and various tools, they determined that the tile was spot tacked to the building which
makes it a bit easier to remove. They also determined that
the tile itself is approximately ¾” thick and is set in a thick
bed of Portland cement. The grout joints are wide which
will also make it easier to get cutting blades in between the
tiles. The next step is to do a test removal of some tiles to
determine and formulate a work plan for full removal. Once
this test is successfully completed and we have the work
protocol we can put the job out to bid. The removal will not
be inexpensive and Long Beach Heritage will quickly move
ahead with fund raising for the project. Demolition of the
old headquarters is slated for early next year, so time is of
the essence.
On April 29th, LB Heritage hosted an event on the
Port mural at the Historical Society. It was well attended and provided a great opportunity to get the word
out. If it is possible to safely remove the mural, our next
challenge will be finding it a new home. Suggestions have
included Willow Springs Park, the new Port Headquarters at
the new Civic Center, the new development at the Queen
Mary, or Admiral Kidd Park. Please share any other locations
suggestions by emailing info@calheights.org. (cont'd pg 5)
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Big thanks go out to Tom Underhill who generously
donated his time and talent to photographing the mural on
our initial inspection visit and provided the video for the
April 29th event. The mural is a wonderful piece of Long
Beach history and a beautiful example of the tile work of the
Gladding McBean Company. It would be a terrible to lose it
to the wrecking ball. Stay tuned for further news. r

Woman of Distinction Award
Congratulations to CHNA Vice President, Stacey
Morrison for being among 23 women who received
a 2017 Woman of Distinction Award given by
Assembly Member, Patrick O'Donnell. Stacey was
recognized for being an active community member
and a local small business owner. r

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
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Third Graders Help Beautify Forthcoming
Civic Center
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By Ilana Brackett

Imagine waiting over five years to see a finished art project
that you helped create. My third grade classroom is tasked
with that dilemma. During this 2016-17 school year, four
third grade classrooms from Long Beach public schools
have been hard at work with the Long Beach Arts Council, artist Betty Rosen Ziff, and other key players who are
planning aspects of the future Civic Center.
My lucky class has been blessed with having over seventeen art lessons learning not only about art, but the effect
public art has on a community. Students have been working
at conceptualizing and creating a mosaic mural piece to be
installed within the new Civic Center. The unveiling will not
take place until these third graders are in the eighth grade,
yet they are still excited to be stewards of this wonderful
project.
Being a part of something so grand, has given these
students a sense of pride and accomplishment. Not many
people can say they are public artists, but these children will
be able to bring family and friends to see their work. When
these children are grown adults, they will be able to take
their children and grandchildren to the mosaic mural they
helped conceptualize and create in the year 2017. r

Justin McCarthy
Realtor
BRE#01896616

562-619-8642
justin@kevinpoi.com
Your Cal Heights neighbor since 2000
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River Cleanup Removes 100 Tons of Trash
by Tom Underhill

On Saturday April 29th, Friends Of The LA River concluded
a three-weekend river cleanup with the help of a total of
10,000 local participants. Volunteers picked, dragged, and
hauled over 100 tons of trash from the LA River starting at
9am and working until noon. The local efforts in Long Beach
benefitted Compton Creek at Del Amo, The Willow Street
Estuary, and Golden Shore Marine Reserve.
At the Willow Street area, large groups descended the concrete embankments of the LA River via ropes attached to
the railings that border the nearby bike path. Mothers with
babies and excited high school students alike clambered
down the banks and quickly started collecting trash from
this far end of the waterway where the concrete bottom
ends, and the river starts to fan out. Months of trash and discarded household items had flowed down to this part of the
river during this year’s heavy rainstorms. Those that did not
get carried out to sea were removed during the cleanup.
Tires, shopping carts, large pieces of plywood, and other
construction materials were piled high. Smaller items, from
cigarette butts to soda cans were all bagged, ready to be
hauled away.
Over 51 miles of the Los Angeles River were cleaned, thanks
to volunteers and over 200 community groups and partners.
Our own Cal heights Clean Street Team and The Wrigley
Clean Team joined forces for the day. Through these efforts,
tons of trash were prevented from entering the waters off
our coast and impacting local wildlife.
The benefits of the cleanup are measured using a biomonitoring program that FOLAR conducts on the upper,
middle, and sections. The resulting reports can be accessed
by visiting the FOLAR website at folar.org/blog. r
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From the 7th
I hope you all are enjoying this
incredible spring and the beautiful weather. I wanted to extend
an invitation to our upcoming
Pre-Summer Shaved Ice Cream
Social event on June 3rd at Boba
Loca Long Beach, 3600 Long
Beach Blvd, from 12 pm to 1:30
pm. Join us for a conversation, meet your neighbors and
Seventh District staff and learn more about what’s going on
in the District while enjoying FREE shaved ice.
Also, I would like to invite you to the Mural Unveiling with
the California Heights Neighborhood Association on Saturday, July 1st from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. This mural is a
great collaboration with my office and your neighborhood
association. We are also thrilled that the mural is being
painted by our very own neighbor and Long Beach Artist,
Emily Kiwa Tanaka.
Lastly, we are proud to partner with Vice Mayor Rex
Richardson for the 6th Annual Uptown Jazz Festival with
special guest, Ozomatli. The event will be held at Houghton Park, 6302 Myrtle Avenue, on Saturday, June 24th
from 11:00 am to 7:30 pm. Seventh District residents can
RSVP to attend the Jazz Festival with preferred entry by
calling our office at 562-570-7777 or via email at district7@
long beach.gov.
I’m glad to represent the residents of California Heights,
and I look forward to continuing to work together!
Respectfully yours,
Roberto Uranga
Please sign up for my newsletter by sending an email to district7@longbeach.gov to stay informed about community
news and upcoming events. (562) 570-7777 r
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At Your Local Library
Wow, it’s already May. Time flies when you are having fun.
I hope some of you were able to come to our National
Library Month event Hogwarts at Dana. Everyone had a
good time playing Quidditch, dragon egg-toss (no dragons were harmed), making fortune tellers, planting a “mandrake”, and visiting the snack trolley. Yes, jelly beans were
also at hand, but no one had to eat earwax flavored ones or
the like. Check out some pictures of the event on the Long
Beach Public Library Facebook page, and you never know,
but Hogwarts might be back next year.
The mobile studio stopped by in April, but don’t fret if
you missed it. The mobile studio will stop by again in
May, July, September, and November. Studio classes and
workshops, such as computer coding, illustration, 3D
design and printing, and robotics will now be available
at Dana every other month!
Dana staff is also working on a Game of Thrones Book Club
for summer. We will be reading the first three books in the
George R. Martin’s Game of Thrones series! Copies of the
first book are available at the check-out desk. First book
club meeting is June 24th @ 1:00 pm.
Adult basic computer classes are back. If you are interested
in learning basic computers skills you are welcome to attend
weekly computer classes Fridays 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm.
If you come to Dana after the beginning of May, you might
just notice a little change. The library is slated to get new
carpeting.
See you at the library!
Sikle Kinoshita - Branch Librarian
DANA Neighborhood Library
3680 Atlantic Ave., (562) 570-1042 r

LET'S WALK!
Join us every Wednesday at 6:30 pm at Lemon and
Wardlow. Details will be on our facebook page: facebook.com/calheightspavementpounders
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Ninety Five Nights
By Bungalow Kev Doherty

Don’t you just love those expansive porches gracing the
entries of Craftsman and Spanish Colonial style bungalows?
I carry fond memories of our old 1929 Spanish bungalow
located on a quiet street in West Hollywood where I grew
up. We’d while away warm summer hours day and night
playing games, taking meals, enjoying cool drinks in good
company on our front porch under the protection of those
familiar clay tile roofs. On hot summer nights, we’d occasionally sleep out on the porch.
With summer at hand, you’ll want to make the most of your
existing porches and if your home doesn’t have a porch,
building one represents a valuable investment in lifestyle
enhancement and the resale appeal of your historic home.
If your home has an enclosed porch with a roof, all you’ll
need to do is outfit it with furniture. Rustic and earthy
tables work best for Spanish and Craftsman porches.
Monterey style or traditional Mexican folk leather chair and
table sets work best for Spanish homes while Adirondack or
Stickley Mission style work best for Craftsman homes. Consider Sisal or Jute rugs underfoot to achieve a softer, more
finished outdoor living room effect. Vintage candle lamps
will add just the right ambience on warm summer nights.
If your porch was not originally designed with a roof you
may be able to gracefully add one. If your porch is too small,
you may be able to add square footage provided the architecture supports the addition aesthetically and structurally.
In either case the first step is to check with building and planning plus the Heritage Commission to ascertain guidelines.
Next, address your learning curve, gather architectural books
from Hennessy & Engles in Santa Monica and supplement
with on-line searches. Make sure to opt for historical architectural quality publications and web pages. Look for porches and historic additions that seem to fit the lines and scale
of your home. This will prepare you for subsequent discussions with a restoration savvy designer /consultant and later
the architect or builder.
When finished, your porch will become your family’s favorite gathering place and you’ll encourage neighborhood
community among friends who will happily gather in your
porch to share ice tea and conversation on some of those 95
days of warm summer weather just ahead. r

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

Page 11

P a g e 1 2 								

S TAY L O C A L

Kenna's Painting
Lourdes (Kenna) E. Gonzalez - Project Manager
Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates - Custom Workmanship

(562) 271-3513

Located in Cal Heights - License #886957
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Long Beach in Pictures

By Cal Heights Photographer Tom Underhill
• Steelcraft - Fresh Shaved Ice
• Bike LB
• Meeting with Commander Komiska
• Long Beach Court House
• Bixby Trading Post art wall
• Wrigley Clean Team
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IN THE KNOW’LLS
What’s New? What’s Happening?
by Blair Cohn, Executive Director BKBIA

Just about June, and we can sense summer is within
reach. Graduations, Promotion ceremonies, Father’s
Day, and the collective scream of excitement from
every kid in the neighborhood that they are free for
a few months. It’s hard to believe that we will soon
be making birthday plans, riding bikes to the July 4th
parade, and taking advantage of the long days and
warm nights. Time really does go by faster as you get
older. Speaking of…
This June is a more interesting one than usual. The
Summer of Love turns 50 and that will be the theme
of our June 2nd First Fridays. Given the current state
of things don’t you think we could use another Summer of Love? And the reality is I will hit the big 5-0
this month. It’s completely unbelievable to me since I
still think I am 17. Maybe I act more like 17 than 50? I
remember my dad’s 50th Black Tie birthday party and
thought how far off it seemed and that it was really,
really….uh…”mature.” (I don’t think of it as old any
longer). To help usher in this age correctly the Cohn
Family will be heading off to “the nearest faraway
place” of St. Joe, Michigan. It’s a magical place filled
with family history and we get to escape to there for a
few days in the quiet, quaint oasis by Lake Michigan.
I know I always say that EVERY DAY is Small Business Saturday, which it is, but on May 20th we had the
chance to get some great feedback from you and
your neighbors about what you discovered at the
Bixby Knolls Small Business Saturday. Disclaimer: I am
not picking any particular favorites to share here, but
figured this is a good way to read about what your
neighbors found around the district. These are just
samples of the comments we received:
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"Mod Pizza not only makes excellent pizzas fresh
and to taste, the store has the best soundtrack of
any place in Bixby Knolls; Sweet & Saucy triggers
the salivary glands when you walk through the door
and a dozen cupcakes for any party can go a long
way; Stateside Crafts has a great beer selection and
the most helpful staff; We learned that we have two
car washes in the area; Go visit Sandra at Furniture
Consignment & More and you will end up finding
something nice to bring home; Deep Blue Swim
School has the sweetest instructors and my kids love
their classes; The Green Olive, inside of Liquor Land,
makes the most delicious kabobs!; Uptown Animal
Hospital helped get our rescue puppy back to health;
Secrets of the Islands has some incredible skin care
products; Chef Tech Cooking Schools offers really,
really fun classes for kids and adults; I loved going
to Aldi Market with the kids, we put the quarter into
the cart and took our time up and down the aisles;
La Casita Rivera is owned by a sweet family that
love what they do; Lucy’s Boudoir has the best customer service hands down; our puppy went to Mo’s
Place II for play time and smiled all the way home
afterwards; Took my shoes to get shined at Code 7
and they looked like a marine polished them; Made
by Miss Hilde makes custom Halloween costumes;
Just learned about The Brain Hub so now I can keep
my kids busy learning; I’m an expectant mother and
discovered Complete Women Care OB/GYN right
around the corner from our house. Excellent, friendly
care; Got to see a friend get married here at Cute
Little Wedding Chapel from Great Officiants. The
owner is hilarious."
I hope to see you all at our summer Concert in the
Park(ing Lot) series. Our schedule is:
Monday, June 26, featuring Salt Petal, The band has
been invigorating audiences and critics alike with a
tropical surf-dance sound in a category all its own.
Monday, July 24, featuring The Buttertones, who
blend Doo Wop with Garage Rock.
Monday, August 21, featuring The Lions, inspired by
reggae, sound system culture and the myriad of musical styles influenced by Jamaican music old and new.
And before signing off until next month, remember to
get out and support your local businesses!
See you in the neighborhood, Blair r

THREE BKBIA BOARD MEMBERS:
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Wednesdays: Cal Heights Pavement Pounders Walking Group
6:30 to 7:30 pm Wardlow & Lemon
Thursdays: Clean Streets Litter pickup - 8 am at Wardlow & Lime
Fridays: Preschool Story Time (3 to 5 yrs of age) at the Dana
Branch Library 10:30 am
Saturdays: Strollers Walking Group - 7:30 am at our local
Atlantic Avenue Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf

Robert Garcia, Mayor
570-6801
Roberto Uranga, 7th District Council
570-7777 email: district7@longbeach.gov
Al Austin, 8th District Council
570-1326 email: district8@longbeach.gov
Patrick O’Donnell, 70th Assembly District
562-495-2915
Ricardo Lara, State Senate 33rd District
562-256-7921
_________________________________________

First Friday of each Month: firstfridayslongbeach.com

Animal Control
570-PETS (7387)

Every third Sunday: Kidical Mass Bike Ride, bixbyknollsinfo.com

Airport Noise
570-2665 / 570-2600

Every Second Saturday: Hazardous Waste Collection at EDCO,
9 am to 1 pm longbeachrecycles.org
June 24, 2017: 6th Annual Uptown Jazz Festival with special
guest, Ozomatli, 7:30 pm at Houghton Park.

Building Department
570-6651
California Heights ReLeaf
997-9094

June 26, 2017: First Concert in the Parking Lot at Georgie's Place
3850 Atlantic Ave, Long Beach, California 90807, 6:30 to 8:30 pm

Code Enforcement
Monday thru Friday: 570-2633
Saturday: 570-0000
www.lbcode.org

July 1, 2017: Mural Unveiling Party, Cal Heights Market at
Orange and Bixby. 11am to 1pm.

Community Watch North Division
570-9825 or 570-9827

The Heights is a bimonthly publication of the California Heights Neighborhood Association. All
residents are invited to contribute articles and opinions. We reserve the right to edit for clarity
and brevity. Opinions expressed are not necessarily shared by all residents nor the editor. Our
goal is to provide a voice to our community and keep residents informed of issues affecting
California Heights. For more information or a submission, email newsletter@calheights.org

Dana Branch Library
570-1042
Fire Department
570-2500
Graffiti Paint-Out
570-2773
Garage Sale Hotline
570-YARD (9273)
Neighborhood Preservation Information
570-6194
Parkway Tree Trimming
570-2700
Police Department Dispatch
435-6711 or Emergency 911
Police North Substation Information
570-9800
Senior Check-In
570-7212
Special Garbage Pickup (2 free per year)
570-2876
Street Potholes
570-3259

