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2021 California Heights Home & Garden Tour - Reimagined
IN SID E THI S I SS UE:
Cal Heights Home Tour

1

President's Message

3

Cal Heights Looking Back

4

From the 7th District		5

It's that time again, the January issue of the Cal Heights newsletter always features a Home
& Garden Tour article in a tour year. This year is no different, although the 2021 tour will look
different from years past.
The Cal Heights Home & Garden Tour has been ongoing since the first tour in 1997. It is the
association's major fundraiser and monies raised have helped finance the lamppost restoration project, two neighborhood murals, Clean Streets, Cal Heights Re-leaf, our newsletter,
alley clean-ups, and block parties.

Let's Talk Trash		6
Globemaster Update		7
Cal Heights in Pictures

8&9

In the Know'lls

10

Calendar & Important #s

12

CHNA - BOARD MEMBERS
562 250 4250 | info@calheights.org
President
Hugh Little
hughlittle@gmail.com
Vice President & Editor
Stacey Morrison
Lamppost Restoration
Karen Highberger
Secretary
Kerrie Weaver
Treasurer
Tim Price
Photographer
Tom Underhill
Lost Pets Program
Christa Stelzmuller
Newsletter Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo Valenzuela
Board Members
Ilana Brackett, John Moreland,
and Manny Valenzuela
Follow us
calheights.org
facebook.com/CalHeights
instagram.com/Calheights
twitter.com/CalHeights
Newsletter Idea Submission
newsletter@calheights.org

The tour has become a touchstone for our neighborhood. It is the longest running tour in any
historic district city-wide and it is an opportunity for residents to come out and admire our
beautiful homes, meet neighbors, and support a fundraiser that improves our neighborhood.
The CHNA Board has been discussing different options for the 2021 tour. It will most likely be
some sort of virtual tour. Due to the pandemic, we need to keep everyone safe and healthy
as best we can. The first priority is finding homeowners who are willing to have their home
on a virtual tour. If you were to offer your home, you would have a maximum of two people
in your home for the photos/video and information gathering for no more than two hours.
Anyone involved would be following all of the safety protocols including wearing a mask and
staying six feet apart.
We have been researching other neighborhoods that have had virtual tours to see what
direction might work for Cal Heights. Any feedback from residents would be greatly appreciated. For any residents with experience in this type of presentation, this is a great opportunity for you to volunteer your talents.
Ideas that have been suggested include a walking tour app (home exteriors only) with information on the neighborhood history, architectural style of the home, etc. or an interior video
of architectural highlights of a home with some historic background provided. We can also
do interviews with homeowners about their home or their restoration projects. We have a lot
of possibilities, but the first things we need are homes to feature.
We do not want to lose our momentum on the Cal Heights Home & Garden Tour by skipping
a year and frankly, we need a fundraising mechanism of some kind to keep things running
smoothly. This could be a minimal fee for the virtual tour or a no charge tour which will require us requesting donations from residents and formulating advertising opportunities for
a nominal fee from people who want to advertise in the virtual Home Tour program. We are
asking Cal Heights residents to let us know what you would like to see in the 2021 tour
and what suggestions you might have for making it a success. Please email any interest
or suggestions to info@calheights.org.
We truly appreciate all the past homeowners, volunteers, and attendees from previous tours.
Let’s pull together and come up with a workable plan for Home Tour 2021. Thank you in advance for your input and ideas. r
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President's Message
Greetings and welcome to what I hope will be prosperous
new year. I think it will be a challenging one, no matter what.
Recently I’ve been reminded of the old adage that the best
time to plant a tree is 10 years ago, and the second best
time is now. I’ve been watching a coastal live oak we planted
soon after we moved to the neighborhood finally begin to
come into its own around the 10 year mark. It has motivated
me to put out this call: If you are interested in having a tree
(or trees) planted on your parkway(s) this year, let me know.
Most things I try to do start with a list, but in this case, that
list is a lot of the work. And this is the ideal time of year to
undertake this work.
This year is also what many of you know as a “Home Tour
Year” in California Heights. Because of obvious pandemic
reasons, the board had a discussion about postponing the
home tour until things return to something approaching
predictability, but ultimately we decided against that option.
We are going to try to have the Home & Garden Tour this
year, but it will be very, very different from the way it has
been in the past. One ‘building-the-plane-mid-flight’ option
is to try to create a virtual home tour. We feel this will allow
us to move toward the goal, without being fully at the mercy
of circumstances beyond anyone’s control.
Something that has not changed, however, is how much we
need your help. The tour can not happen without homes
(and gardens) to tour. My hope is that people may be more
comfortable opening their homes virtually than they would
be to opening their homes to large numbers of IRL visitors.
If you’ve been interested in including your home on past
tours, and this idea appeals to you, please reach out to me
at info@calheights.org.
A final plea for assistance I’d like to put out there would be
to hear from anyone with experience in developing web/
mobile applications, including iOS and Android. I think
there are all sorts of fun possibilities down that path, but I
think we’ll really need guidance or assistance from someone
who is actually familiar with that technology.
Happy New Year!

Hugh Little
President, CHNA
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Cal Heights Looking Back
By Frances Stoner

Happy New Year! While we didn’t get to attend raucous
parties or get up early to watch the Rose Parade, I bet a
lot of us still participated in that great tradition of making a
New Year’s Resolution.
Most scholars agree that the idea of making promises at
the New Year started over 4,000 years ago with the ancient
Babylonians. Their “New Year” started in March to
coincide with the planting of crops and hopes for
abundance in the coming months. The tradition was
carried on by early Christians to reflect on their past
behavior and resolve to do better in the new year.
Current research shows over 45% of the public
commit themselves to a New Year’s resolution - usually
some sort of self-improvement - but only about 8% make it
past March. It seems it is human nature to want to improve
as much as it is human nature to fail at altering our behavior.
So what’s a dedicated “resolutionist” to do? There is no
shortage of information online that can give you tips, apps
that track your progress and even odds that your city can
influence your success. In a list generated by Google
Trends, Long Beach ranks 117th overall, barely beating
out Tulsa, Oklahoma! The good news is we rank 28th in
“finding romance”, since 2020 was a horrible year for meeting new people and now “Dating in 2021” is shaping up to the
#1 ranked resolution in California.
So where should you go to improve your odds of keeping
that resolution? Coming in at #1 is Scottsdale, AZ. But face
it, it’s way too hot out there and they don’t have an ocean
so despite “wanting to lose weight”, “eat right” and “exercise more”, I’m not moving. Instead, I’m going to follow
the ancient Babylonians and wait until March to make my
resolution. I hope things will be much better by then. But
until then I have decided to have a New Year’s motto. Taking
a cue from the great singer Curtis Mayfield, “There is still a
lot of faith, warmth and trust when we keep on keeping on.”
So my friends, please keep making those resolutions
because they mean hope - hope that this year will be better,
kinder, safer, and healthier for all. r
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From the 7th
The New Year is upon us and I
am grateful for the opportunity to
start another year as your Council
representative. As we move forward into the New Year, we cannot
forget the year we experienced.
We started last year just as we are
this one: With hope and expectation and wishes for a great year.
While the year did not pan out
as we had anticipated, we still look forward to having a year
that will bring renewed faith in our humanity. We are in this
together and this, too, shall pass.
Let us take care of ourselves and our neighbors. The City of
Long Beach is experiencing an alarming rise in COVID-19
cases. This unfortunate trend, which is happening across the
county, region, and state, is threatening hospital capacity and
threatening lives. Stay strong with the knowledge that we will
soon, once again, be able to commune with one another, to
break bread, to share a laugh and to spread the joy of our
humanity. Wear a mask, practice social distancing, avoid large
groups, and get vaccinated if you have the opportunity.
There is good news on the vaccination front: most members
of Group A have already been vaccinated, and vaccinations
for Group B are expected to start in mid-January. Group B
includes teachers, educators, grocery workers, emergency
management city workers and residents 75 and over. If you
believe you may be part of Group B, please contact your
employer or your medical provider. You can read more about
the vaccination process here: http://longbeach.gov/health/diseases-and-condition/information-on/coronavirus/vaccines/.
This year we should do what we can to help our most
vulnerable populations and the less fortunate. Our Long
Beach Health Department leads the Multi-Service Center’s
(MSC) outreach efforts here in the City of Long Beach. The
mission of the MSC is to provide comprehensive supportive
services to promote progress towards permanent housing and
self-sufficiency, by creating a community where health, safety,
and well-being are established. As the winter season is also
upon us, please make sure to call the Multi-Service Center’s
Homeless Hotline at (562) 570-4672, if you see someone or
know someone, who might need additional help and services.
As a reminder, the District 7 office is practicing social distancing. Please continue to reach out to my office by calling 562570-7777 or emailing district7@longbeach.gov. A member of
my staff will connect with you as soon as possible.r
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Let's Talk Trash
By Marion Saffery

I don’t know about you, but I’ve noticed a trend: Trash on
curbs and in alleys and parkways. Maybe people are clearing space for home offices; maybe they’re pitching whatever
fails to spark joy. Whatever the reason folks are dumping
junk where it doesn’t belong. It’s a hazard and an eyesore.
More importantly, it’s a code violation.
The City provides each City-service refuse account with two
trash “carts”: a gray cart for regular household trash and
yard debris, and a purple one for recyclables. Anything too
large or too bulky to fit inside a cart should never be left in
an alley or at curbside, because our refuse collectors won’t
pick it up. Instead, consider these options for your unwanted
items:
• If they can be reused by someone else, donate them to a
resale organization or thrift store;
• Give them a new lease on life by offering them up on the
Cal Heights Trading Post Facebook page;
• Put an ad on Freecycle.org, a free website that facilitates
giving away unwanted items to neighboring households;
• Use one of the four Special Collections the City provides to
each City-service refuse account per calendar year at no additional cost. To request a Special Collection, call the Refuse
Hotline at (562) 570-2876, or request one online.
If you see illegally abandoned junk, it’s easy to report it with
the free GoLongBeach app. Simply open the app, scroll
down to select “Trash, Debris & Dumped Items,” and then
follow the prompts. Snap a pic and/or add comments, if you
like, then hit “Submit.” You can monitor the status of your issue on the app, or just watch the junk disappear in the next
couple of business days. Easy-peasy.
One more thing: COVID-permitting, our Cal Heights Clean
Streets volunteers are out every Thursday from 8 a.m. to
about 10 a.m. helping keep Cal Heights beautiful by picking
up trash. To join in, check the CHNA Facebook page for updates, then just meet up on the north side of Wardlow Road
at Lime Avenue. Thanks in advance, neighbor!
http://www.longbeach.gov/lbrecycles/refuse/special-collections/special-collection-101/
http://www.longbeach.gov/lbrecycles/refuse/special-collections/request-a-special-collection/. r
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Globemaster Corridor Specific Plan
Moves Forward
By John Moreland

On December 17, 2020, the City of Long Beach Planning
Commission recommended approval of the Globemaster
Corridor Specific Plan to the City of Long Beach City Council.
This Specific Plan provides future guidance and regulations
for properties along Cherry Avenue from Carson Street
to Spring Street and along Spring Street from California
Avenue to Lakewood Boulevard. According to the
document, this Specific Plan “will be a twentyfirst century employment district that becomes a
destination for leading-edge firms to leverage its local,
regional and global transportation connections and
amenities in the center of Long Beach.” The cornerstone of
this Specific Plan is to convert the former Boeing C-17 plant
into its next life – sometime similar to Douglas Park on the
opposite end of Long Beach Airport. Information about
this Specific Plan can be found at http://www.longbeach.
gov/lbds/planning/globemaster-corridor-specific-plan/.
This Specific Plan will next be reviewed by the Los Angeles County Airport Land Use Commission since it includes
airport-owned property. Once that body has completed
their review, it will go to its last public hearing before the
City Council. This hearing would likely happen late spring/
early summer. Having tracked this Specific Plan grow from
initial conception to where it is today, CHNA is happy with
its overall progression. The plan creates jobs, beautifies
Cherry Avenue, protects historic resources, and improves
mobility and accessibility for all. With all plans, there may
be opportunity for additional improvements to ensure that
unintended spillover effects do not impact our neighborhood. In the coming weeks, please look for some information where we will be reaching out for your input. r
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Justin McCarthy
Realtor
BRE#01896616

562-619-8642
justin@kevinpoi.com
Your Cal Heights neighbor since 2000
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Cal Heights In Pictures
By Tom Underhill

# 1 - Tom Underhill is usually on the other side of the camera
# 2 - The Blackbird Cafe wishing you a Happy New Year
# 3 - George's 50 Dinner is open
# 4 & # 5 - Previous Cal Heights Home & Garden Tour
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Above: On January 10th LBC Care Closet collected 500
sleeping bags and 200 tents for community members who
are experiencing homelessness. Kim Dorsey Brown is a
Cal Heights resident and one of the leaders in this group.
Connect with LBC Care Closet at www.facebook.com/
CareClosetLBC.
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IN THE KNOW’LLS
What’s New? What’s Happening?
by Blair Cohn, Executive Director BKBIA

We are still riding in the parallel universe with a thin
wall of Plexiglass away from “normal.” I can see, or at
least remember how things were, but it exists just on
the other side of the glass. And I am not talking about
the cliched “new normal,” but the lower-stressed
normal routine of the things we know. The familiar.
The comfortable or comforting. The routines and
patterns that did not require walking on eggshells or
wearing kid gloves. And no mask, either. Normally
at this time, we would be planning the whole year’s
events, programs, district projects, and ways to keep
growing and feeding our local economy. But not to
cast a pall on everything, but we are in the “dark
winter” that we had heard about months ago. If you
see someone out late at night in a heavy wool coat,
walking in the snow, uphill both ways, it will be me
trying to figure out the new ways and new things to
make it through until the curve bends, the vaccines
are in effect, and we all can meet in the Allery again
for dinner and a beer.
February would normally be a full month of activity for
us. We would kick off our annual Black History Month
celebration at First Fridays. This year the event goes
virtual with a day’s worth of great programing plus a
full tour of the FORGOTTEN IMAGES exhibition of
authentic cultural artifacts of African American heritage from the 1600's to present day. We will post all
the details and schedule on our website.
Speaking of which, if you have not yet signed up for
our newsletters, please go to www.bixbyknollsinfo.
com and do so. You will be fully “in the Know’lls” with
what’s happening around the district.
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We will now return to our “First Fridays during COVID” monthly parade schedule. On February 5, we
hope to bring a little bit of New Orleans joy into the
neighborhood. Listen for the sound of the trolley
clang and be ready to catch some beads!
I am very happy to brag that the Bixby Knolls Strollers
just turned 13 and have walked roughly 2,568 miles
together, which is just about from Long Beach to
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Our Knights of the Round
(Turn)Table and Bixby Saturday Nights have returned
for your online listening and viewing pleasure. We
have maintained our core services of our Clean Team
(litter and weed abatement) and CSI Patrol Service
continues its security patrols around our district.
I have also started my list of the next façade improvements we can work on over the next few months. All
of this seems like normal, thank goodness.
Do not forget your sweethearts on Valentine’s Day
and you have plenty of options in the business district
for dining, fun gifts, and flowers (Melinda McCoy’s,
Bixby Knolls Florist, And Then Boutique, The Better
Half, Twig & Willow, About U, Long Beach Clothing
Co., and many other great options). You can also buy
gift cards from just about any business around to
share with your loved one.
I want to say a big THANK YOU to all who have donated to the Bixby Knolls Community Foundation 501c3.
These donations go towards our core services and
business assistance as we now face the sunsetting of
our redevelopment funds at the end of September.
We are welcoming all donations at any time through
our website: https://bixbyknollsinfo.com/donate/
As per normal, I have challenged myself to keep upping the game to enhance our district with the arts.
Adding some color to the sidewalks, murals on the
walls, and “secret” street art pieces make the district
much more interesting with added character. I hope
that when things do get back to normal, we can bring
out more (inter-)national artists to the district to help
beautify things.
Finally, as per normal, I am hoping all is well with you
and your families.
Happy Birthday to Alissa Cohn.

SHOP LOCAL
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JOIN US - ALL ARE INVITED!
Thursdays: 8:00 am at the corner of Lime and Wardlow. Masks are
required and social distancing is practiced.
Saturdays: Strollers Walking Group - still informally on - walk at
your own pace and time. There will be no group gathering in the
morning.
First Friday of each Month: firstfridayslongbeach.com
Every Second Saturday: Hazardous Waste Collection at EDCO,
9 am to 1 pm longbeachrecycles.org

Roberto Uranga, 7th District Council
562-570-7777 email: district7@longbeach.gov
Robert Garcia, Mayor
562-570-6801
Patrick O’Donnell, 70th Assembly District
562-495-2915
Lena Gonzalez, State Senate 33rd District
562-256-7921
Gavin Newsom, Governor
916-445-2841
Alan Lowenthal, 47th Congressional District
562-436-3828
Kamala D. Harris, Senator
916-448-2787
Diane Feinstein, Senator
310-914-7300
________________________________________
Animal Control
570-PETS (7387)
Airport Noise
570-2665 / 570-2600
Building Department
570-6651
Code Enforcement
Monday thru Friday: 570-2633
Saturday: 570-0000 www.lbcode.org
Community Watch North Division
570-9825 or 570-9827
Dana Branch Library
570-1042
Fire Department
570-2500
Garage Sale Hotline
570-YARD (9273)
Neighborhood Preservation Information
570-6194
Parkway Tree Trimming
570-2700
Police Department Dispatch
435-6711 or Emergency 911
Senior Check-In
570-7212
Special Garbage Pickup (2 free per year)
570-2876
Street Potholes
570-3259

